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^r-^xax--WITl!OUT  THE  TORIES 


A  policy  in  the  best  interests  of 
Watford  Citizens . 

At  the  present  time  the  prospect  before  us  in  - 
Watford  is  a  bleak  one.  We  can  change  the  outlook, 
however,  if  the  opportunities  are  grasped.  One 
such  opportunity  is  the  coming  municipal  election 
when  every  worker  in  Watford  can,  if  he  plays  his 
part  in  that  election,  help  to  win  a  better  future 
for  our  town  and  every  one  of  it’s  citizens# 

•  THE  TORIES  RECORD. 

What'  has  the  Tory  government  brought!  to  tho 
workers  of  Great  Britain  and  to  the  workers  of 
Watford  in  particular?  It  has  made  life  much 
harder,  because  it  has  raised  the  price  of  foodstuff 
at  the  same  time  as  it  has  imposed  a  virtual  wage 
freeze;  it  has  widened  the  gap  between  the  income 
of  the  workers  and  that  of  the  employers;  it  has 
viciously  attacked  tho  social  services  and 
undermined  the  living  conditions  of  the  people;  it 
has  imposed  a  crushing  armaments  programme  upon  the 
country  which  can  only  lead  to  greater  hardship  for 
the  working  class  in  the  future.  Without  protest 
tho  Tory  dominated  Watford  Borough  Council  hgs 
carried  .out  the  attacks  ordained  by  the  Government 
with  tho  result  that  the  homeless  now  wait  longer 
for  a  homo,  the  education  of  our  children  is 
increasingly  menaced  and  the  living  standards  of  all 
Watford1 s  workers  has  been  worsened. 
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Out  with  the  Tories 

Before  it  is  too  late  the  Tories  must  be 
dismissed  f.rom  -Watford,  from  Hertfordshire  and  from 
Westminster,  and  representatives  elected  pledged  to 
implement  a  policy  in  the  very  best  interests  of  the 
people  of  Watford.  The  Communist  Party  advances  the 
following'  policy  as  a  basis  upon  which  a  movement  can 
..be  built  to  remove  the  Tories  and  to  replace  their 
i  anti-working  class  policy  with  one  bringing  a  brighter 
j future. for  us  all. 

MORE  HOMES  POE  WATFORD'S  CITIZENS. 


..It  is  proposed  to  build  600  houses  in  Watford  in 
1953-  150  of  those  will  bo  built  by  private  builders 

[and  will  be  for  sale.  It  is,  also,  planned  to  build 
1 450  council  houses  in  each  of  the  years  1954?  1955  and 
1956.  The  number  of  people  in  Watford  who  arc  now 
waiting  for  homes  is  approximately  2,000,  the  majority 
of  whom  can  only  afford  to  rent  a  council  house.  At 
this  rate  of  construction  it  will  be  nearly  five  years 
before  the  present  list  is  .exhausted.  But  this  is 
only  the  official  list.  There  are  many  hundreds 
waiting  for  homos  who  do  not  find  a  place  in  the 
[official  statistics.  And  what  about  those  who  arc 
I  successful  in  being  placed  on  the  waiting  list  during 
the  next  five  years. 


Wliy  No  Homes? . 

Why  aren't  the  people  getting  the  homes  they 
deserve  and  at  rents  that  they  can  afford.  One 
reason  is  the  high  cost  of  land.  Another  is  the 
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price  fixing  monopoly  in  the  building  materials 
industry*  Until  the  Tory  Government  took  office,  the 
rate  of  interest  on  housing  loans  was  37^*  The.  p:  eh 
Tories  raised  this  to  %<fo  and  as  a  direct  result ‘made  ' 
it  more  difficult  for  local  authorities  to  raise  money 
for  building  houses.  The  cost  of  war  preparations 
means  less  money  for  housing;  the  allocation  of  steel 
and  other  products  to  the  armaments  industries  means 
less  for  housing.  It  has  already  been  muted  in  high 
places  that  the  Watford  waiting  list  be  closed. 
Furthermore,  as  from  January,  195  3 »  on  the 
instructions  of  the  Tory  Government,  private  builders 
are  to  be  allowed  greater  freedom  to  build  houses  for 
sale.  Building  materials  are  limited  in  supply,  and 
the  effect  of  this  order  can  only  be  to  restrict  the 
building  of  houses  for  rent  and  to  smash  the  hopes  of 
a  home  for.  many  hundreds  of  workers  in  Watford. 


This  policy  must  be  reversed  and  a  campaign  waged 
around  the  following  points; - 

1.  900  houses-  could  be  built  for  rent  in  1953 

and  the  targets  for  1954-56  raised  correspondingly 

2.  No  relaxation  in  the  controlled  issue  of 
building  licences  while  people  remain  on  the 
Borough’s  housing  waiting  list. 


3.  No  de-requisitioning  of  houses 

rlsory  n 

os.  ) 


4.  Compulsory  purchase  of  land  for  housing 


purposes, 


LIBRARY 
I _ UNIVERSITY  of  alberta 


5c 


of  interest  on 


-  4  - 

A  cut  in  the  bank  rate 
borrowed  money, 

6P  A  cut  in  the-  arms  drive 0- 

Ac cor ding  to  the  Herts,  County  Development  Plan 
5,100  houses  are  to  be  built  in  Watford  by  1973# 

Por  the  money  spent  on  the  Aircraft  Carrier  H.  IL  S, 
Eagle  -  £151:  million  -  the  housing  plan  for 

Watford  could  be  completed  and  still  leave,  enough 
over  to  build  a  Health  Centre  in  every  Ward  in  the 
Borough  ~  and  within  the  next  five  yeai’s. 

OUR  CHILDRENS*  PUTURE, 

Our  children  are  suffering  terrible  injuries  at 
the  hands  of  the  Tory  Government,  The  building 
programme  of  new  schools  is  being  cut  at  a  time  when 
the  greatest  number  of  young  children  in  any  year 
since  1945  arc  due  to  begin  their  school  life.  Class 
rooms  arc  becoming  overcrowded,  and  more  and  more 
children  are  having  to  be  refused  entry  at  the  age 
of  five  years,  and  the  child's  education  is  being 
irreparably  harmed*  With  typical  contempt  for  the 
children  of  the  working  class  the  Tories  seek  to 
make  further  cuts,  and  a  stand  must  bo  made  against 
such  attacks  on  the  education  service*  The  school 
meals  service  is  being  attacked  and  the  recent 
twopenny  increase  in  the  cost  of  the  school  meal 
should  have  brought  forth  a  vigorous  protest  from 
the  Watford  Borough  Council. 


-  5  - 


Our  children’s  future  demands:  - 

1*  The  early  completion  of  the  school  building 
programme  outlined  in  the  Herts  County 
Development  Plan,  i.  c.  9  schools  in  the 
Watford  area. 

2.  The  withdrawal  of  economy  circulars  and 
the  restoration  of  all  cuts  imposed  by  them. 

3.  No  increase  in  the  cost  of  school  meals 
and  the  speedy  provision  of  a/ comprehensive 
free  meals  service  in  our  schools. 

It  is  time  to  put  an  end  to  a  state  of  affairs 
where  a  handful  of  the  wealthy  can  give  their 
children  the  finest  of  educations  at  Harrow  and  Eton 
and  the  like,  while  the  workers’  children  are  denied 
the  elements  of  a  basic  education  in  the  over¬ 
crowded  and  antiquated  schools  throughout  the 
country. 

More  Day  Nurseries  and  Nursery  Schools* 

There  are,  at  present,  three  day  nurseries  in 
Watford,  each  catering,  on  the  average,  for  about 
40  children.  More  day  nurseries  are  urgently 
required  in  the  area.  Under  the  Tory  Government, 
however,  the  continued  existence  of  these  three 
nurseries  even  is  in  the  balance.  Regulations  are 
now  being  enforced  which  make  it  virtually 
impossible  for  many  mothers  to  place  their  children 
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in  the  nurseries.  The  reduced  number  of  children, 
attending  day  nurseries  in  other  parts  of  the  country 
has  been  the  excuse  the  Tories  have  used  for  closing 
thorn »  A  similar  fate  awaits  Watford's  day  nurseries 

unless  the  Tories  are  given  notice  to  quit* 

Efforts  are,  also,  being  made  to  restrict  the 
use  of  the  two  nursery  schools  in  Watford.  Already 
nothers  at  work  are  not  permitted  to  send  their 
children  to  these  schools,  and  it  is  only  as  a  result 
of  the  most  deplorable  housing  conditions  that 
children  are  admitted.  The  whittling  away  of  this 
service  must  be  brought  to  an  end*  At  a  time  when 
more  and  more  mothers  arc  finding  it  necessary  to 
work  to  augment  the  weekly  income,  it  is  necessary 
to  demand  the  building  of  more  day  nurseries  and 
nursery  schools. 

MO  INCREASE  IN  THE  RENTS  OR  RATES. 

As:  a'  direct  result  of  the  Tory  Government • s 
policy  of  raising  the  rate  of  interest  on  money 
borrowed  by  local  authorities,  rents  of  council 
houses  have,  in  many  instances,  been  increased. 
Suggestions  are  now  being  made  that  rents  should 
again  be  increased,  because  of  the  higher  cost  of 
maintainance  and  repairs,  and  the  Government  is 
considering  the  reduction  of  the  subsidy  for  council 
houses.  The  Government  is  also  toying  with  the  idea 
of  amending  the  Rent  Restrictions  Acts  so  that  the 
landlords  can  milk  tenants  to  an  oven  greater  extent. 
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Any  attempt  to  raise  rents  must  tee  resisted*.  There 
must  tec  an  increase  in  the  housing  subsidy  out  of 
which  the  incre cased  costs  of  maintenance  can  be  met 
and  'we  need  to  take  action  to  oppose  any  move  to 
amend  the  Rent  Restriction  Acts  against  the  interests 
of  the  worker s« 

Rates  have  again  been  increased!  The  rise  in 
prices  resulting  from  Tory  policy  means  that  the  local 
authorities  arc  faced  with  rising . costs . oven  though 
cuts  in  the  social  services  and  increased  charges  are 
being  imposed*  Social  services  can  be  maintained 
and ‘ ext  end  e  d  in  Wat f or d ,  w it h out  an  incr  ease  in  r  at e  s 
by  s-i- 

lo  Reducing  the  rate  of  interest  on  borrowed 
money  to  2 fo* 

2.  Higher  Government  Grants  to  Local  Authorities 
e*g.  by  raising,  the  housing  subsidy* 

3o  .  Ending  the  relief  granted  to  industrial 

premises  by  the  Tory  De-rating  Act  of  1929  (.Under 
this  Act  the  industrialist,  irrespective  of  the 
profit  he  is  making^  pays  only  i-  of  the  rate 
p  aid  by  the  or  dinary  r  at ep  ay  er ) z- 

THERE  IS  NO  CASE  EOR  INCREASE  •  IN  -FARES » 

Watford’s  people  arc  among  the  most  soaked  of 
Britain’s  travelling  public*  On  top  of  the  4$  out 
in  'bus  services  in  Watford  the  London  Transport 


Executive  now  wont  to  push  fares  even  higher  *  The 
(tribunal  has  shown  that  these  increases  are  wanted  to 
| pay  ex-  shareholders  who  contribute  nothing  towards 
jshe  industry*  Out  of  the  income  from  nationalised 
transport  £44  million  is  token  hack  in  interest 
payments  to  these  parasites-  Communists  say  Cut 
Compensation-  Remove  the  petrol  tax  from 
rationalised  industries  and  introduce  more  workers’ 
Control  in  the  industry*  Such  a  policy  would  mean 
[chat  fares  could  he  reduced  not  raised. 

On  the  previous  occasion  when  tho  wanted 

to  raise  fares,  the  protests  of  the  travelling  public 
forced  it  to  make  concessions.,  Watfcrd  councillors 
could  form  the  spearhead  of  a  vigorous  protest  from 
this  area  against  the  present  impudent  demands  of  the 

Li.su 
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THE  WAY  AHEAD* 


Britain  is  living  in  a  world  in  which  one  third 
of  it : s  people  are  building  a  Socialist  society,  a 
society  where  peoples'  needs  come  first,  where  the 
great  industries  are  devoted  to  producing  the  means  of 
abundance  and  not  to  the  profit  of  the  few;  where  the 
young  people  are  accorded  the  rights  of  a  full 
education  and  every  opportunity  for  the  pursuit  of 
sport,  without  fear  of  being  conscripted  for  colonial 
wars;  where  the  old  people  are  enabled  to  face  the 
future  with  confidence,  free  from  hunger  and  want. 


What  Socialism  would  mean  to  Watford, 


Young  people  would  no  longer  have  to  spend  hours 
and  hours  at  a  Icose  ends  adequate  youth  centres 
would  he  available  and  sports  equipment  and  playing 
fields  would  he  provided  for  our  youth  to  use.  Our 
youngsters  would  be  given  the  attention  befitting 
those  destined  to  grow  up  under  Socialism**  For  the 
•young  married  couples  there  would  no  longer  be  the 
hopeless ?  frustrating  prospect  of  searching  for 
somewhere  to  live;  the  provision  of  homes  would  be 
one  of  the  first  aims  of  Socialism, 

Women  would  bo  enabled  to  take  a  full  part  in 
the  activities  of  the  country  alongside  their  menfolk. 
They  would  have  equal  opportunities  and  equal  rights 
with  men*  There  would  be  adequate  facilities  at 
Watford's  factories  for  the  charge  of  those  children 
whose  mothers  wished  to  work  there*  The  old  people 
would  have  homes  of  their  own  and  would  no  longer  die 
in  poverty  and  loneliness <, 

The  printing  industry  in  Watford  would  become 
a  centre  for  the  production  of  literature  aimed  at 
r dsing  the  cultural  level  of  the  people  and  of 
assisting  in  the  growth  of  Socialist  ideas* 

The  thousands  who  throng  the  Watford  streets  can 
now  only  look  at  the  contents  of  the  shop  windows 
because  the  prices  of  goods  are  far  beyond  their 
purses.  The  Watford  of  the  future  will  be  selling 
goods  to  workers  at  prices  they  can  afford;  in  a 
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Socialist  society  while  wages  will  increase,  prices 
will  continue  to  f alio 


UNITE  FOR  PEACE  AND  PROG-RES 


This  is  the  perspective  ahead®  The  first  task 
that  confronts  us  in  Watford  in  moving  towards  such 
a  future  is  to  clear  out  the  Tories,  the 
representatives  of  a  class  which  has  proved  itself 


the  mortal  enemy  of  the  working  class. 


The  Communist  Party  calls  upon  the  whole  of  the 
Labour  Movement  to  unite  in  the  fight  for  a  policy 
of  peace  and  progress*.  Re.ject  the  Tories  and  all 
that  they  stand  fore  Return  candidates  who  will 
pursue  a  policy  in  the  interests  of  the  people  of 
Wat  for  d.> 


/ 

UNITE  TO  CLEAR  OUT  THE  TORIES  NOW! 


LESS  FOR  WAR  AND  MORE  FOR 
THE  PEOPLES*  NEEDS’ 
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